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25X1X N Corvcrt.  Ons of the ten Vietnemess students new in Bangkol (I 25X1A

25X1A IR prepared two articlos in Euglish on “Viet Nem Youth®. i stated
that he intendsd to send these artlcles to "the Youth ¥ovement in Pregus, for
publication in their megasine.") Comment. Following arc sxcerpts 25X1A

taken frem rough drafts of the two articles. Despite the cbvious propsgenda
intent, the information is considered possibly true,)- ,

A. Peagant Youth in the Resistanca

1o The part of the young pessants in the Hesistmnce is oxtremaly important. Thay
throw themselves flercsly into Resistencs 1ife. They enter the “Assoziation

of Peasants for Hetional Salvation?, o peaszant mass orgenizetion. Bssides the
‘t ens of thousands of them who enlist in the rationnl regular Army. they con-

stitutes units of partisans end gusrrilles in every villege. We shell pay .
. attention Yo the partisens snd puerrilla troops bocause. in Vietnamose strategy,

they are very sssential to the fipel victory. The partisans ars divided into
two categoriss: the selfedefense rartisens and the guerrillas. All ara or--
ganized hieverchioslly and placed under the commend of the Usnoral Headguariers
of the Viet Nem Army. The activities of 4la zalf-dafense pariisans’ers manie
fold: food supplies, information, communication, trensportstion, sabolags,

and the building of defensive field.wWorlkg.

Fov)

> Tas realization of the scorched esyrth policy iz of primery importance in ‘bfb
Visinamsse resistancs. In order 4o stop ths enomy’s edvance, the Vietnanese
pauple do not regret destroying enything thet would be of use to the eiaémy,
Tha young peasants have thrown themselves into this job with arder exd an-
thusiesm. They nave worked dayy and night, dividing “hemseves inbto small
eompsting groups. Within & few wesks, apart from soms cities whers thope
wes not erough time to andertake the destruction, all citios that werd possible
bases for the =viug wore destroyed. The destruction of lines of communieation,
rosds and railways wes oqurlly importent. Ve must prevent the onemy firom
wbilizing them for the civeulation of “heir motvorized troopse in eddivion,
destruction £ the enomy’s economy is important. Creat stocks of rics have
been burned and thres Ffourths of the Indochiness rubbér plantations have been
destroyed. In the firat mo ths of the RBosistance the removal of plants, chisfly
smmunitior factories, toward spfer zones was of ‘the !.?tzrxcatlurgu':zus,‘. In & faw
monthg, with the aid of poasant youth, more than 10,000 tons of machinary were
carried from the dslte to 4he uppsr regions.
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The guerrillas ars sspscially treinsd for the fight. BEvery village, every
emlet has ites group of guerrillas. They go to the fight mostly with only
rudimentary weapons: gronade, mines, swords, old rifles, bows. These guerrille
aotions and apmbushes form the basis of the national Reslstance. They make

it sasy for the Vietnamese Army to launch larger scals operations with the
annihilation of whole enemy battalions Bs a rosult. At the same time, guerrilla
fighting is the best way of training new recruits for the National Army. Heny
groups of guerrillas, after e few months of fighting, become sirong units of
the Natiomnl Army, wellesgquipped with modern weapons captursed from the enemy.

Lvery village is a stronghold. Wherever they go, the French seoldiers plunder
the villeges, slaughter the inhabitants, raps the wemen and girls. The job

of defendiny the villages end protscting the lives and richss of the inhebit-.
ants is entrusted to the young peasants. The slogan of "Every village is &
stronghold® has hsen launchsd and ‘the young do their best te reslize it. They
vagin by rarrieading the principal entrences of the village and by fortifying
the bembo> hedge in the shodow of which the village is nestlsad. Secret tranches
and comavnicating causewsys are dug. When the eneny comes te plunder the
village the guerrillas are there %o drive them back. Ve oall these villages
Ypgsistence villages™. The history of "“resistance villages” lias been decisive
in sbopping the extension of the control over the Vietmamess ountryside by
the Fronch Army. DBven in neighborhoods of cities occupisd by the Irench the
inhabi‘enbts go on tilling their filelds bofore the enemy s nosc.

The e:mpaign for incressad production has been an immense victory over the
Franch agyressors who expected to force the Vietnamese psople o surrender
by starvation. They have onployed every wsons to destroy our crops and %o
prevent cur peasents from %illing their {lelds. Bui, answaring an appesl
made by President Ho Chi Minh, the peesants from the North to the South are
ahdaavoring“‘ﬁ extond the tilled areas. The young veasants are svecywhers
zealous promotors in this camprign. The result is that, after two and & half
ysars of resistence, there les been no starvation, the price of rico hes not
ywen raised; on the contrary, our countryside is now much botter off than in
neacetime under French domination.

If Feasant Youth has throvm iluelf resoutely into the strugsie te defend the
country. it is dus %o the fact that the new regime hes broupht to it & new
1ife whore i% enjoys all Demoeratic liburties, electoral francy =7 at the
age of eighteen, und special attention paid by the State to the formation
and development of youth. Uwing Yo varisus circumsitances, abeove ell the
way, the agrarisn reforms thoucht of by the Government could not b fully
realized. BDecnuse of lack of funds no substantial help could ve given bthe
reasants. Hven if the plans for the division of lands heve heen drawnm up.
the war has made 1t impossible for them Yo e earried out.

Be The Fighting Villeges in Viet Nam

The Vietmamese, the majority of whom are farmers and planters, used to build
their villages in the middle of their rice fields. generally for sway {rom the
higlweys. A village is ar & lomeration of houses, for t.e wajor pard, built
of mud-walls and covered with s thatch roof, The whole wvillegze ics surroundsd
by thick green hadgpe of bamboo. Humerous zigzagging paths, slso with bamboo
hedges on the aldes, lead from one house *to another. Ths population is high
with 200 %o 300 persons in a village of less then 20 hectares of land. .The
willages ars wsually bullt side by side. They look like srell islends of
vordure among the rice fields. The labyrinth of their torturcus rosds are
so complicateo. that often people familiar with them got lost.

T Wreroh - cupy the towns, rencxally rezed to the ground by the scorched~earth
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polioy, ini they ere incessantly trying to extend their grip over the country-
side. It is thon nocessary that each village becomss & combat wmit capable of
supplying men end food to thi Resistance army. Tifen a village is fer from

the battlefizid, it gives shiolter %o the different derartwents of public ser-
vieces; whon near the battleiields, it provides feod, lodging., and information
soncerning the enemy to the troops passing by or remeining in the area. The..
villages which border the cucupied cities or sirategic liighways controlled by
the French are subjeoted to almost dnily attacks. The enemy malres & desperate
affort to conqusr them with a view to: create a zone of sgcurity ocapable of. :
protecting thoir positions ind means of communication; to insure their food
supplies to the detrinent cf the villsgers; to recrulj manuel labor nacessary
%o their militery needs: tr collsct young zirls and young women to "uplift the
morale™ of tho troops. T Vietnamese Resistence must make it s dubty to destroy
£11 the enemy’s patient plias and devices. The ratiomal orgenizetion of the
fight in tho villapges, especinlly those which are adjacont to the ensmy's
positions, is of priwe Impuitencos

Bsfore the wer starited in Vist l'am the people, knowing beforehand that the
agorocsion of the enemy woul: be brutal and ruthless, cereated an ermy of par-
tisens in each villags. Thvse partisans wers armed more with courage and a
spirit of sacrifice than with arms, emmunitions, and en efficient military
technique. Gomplicated sy tems of defense meds of mud and bamboo wers erscted
with great pains. OSometizis people would heng baskets full of quicklime smidsgh
ths branches of the trees and then thay would empbty the beekets over the heads
ofithé snomy, blind their oyss and make them run for thelr lives, leaving
behind their arms and awmmition. At the begimning of the invasion, though
armed with a high fight’ng spirit, the villegers were uneble to stop the ad-~
vances of the enemy why hed powerful weapons. It vwas only after terrible and
painful experiences tlrt the people realized the necessity of evacunting et
vhe approach of the enmy. 3efore lcaving the villagers hide everything thay
can, burn dowa everytling else; and carry with them only a small haske: con-
teining the necesaitirs of life. Then the enemy wrrives they find only a
deserted and ruined ;.8C0.

The first duty of a ’ighting villege is to stop the sdvance of the tanks, heif-
tracks, and jeeps ot the snemy. Ixperisnces show that strong barricadss are
not officient enouy . The villagers have to content thewselves with digging
rectangular ditcher me meter wide by 6o centimseters desp and at onw to two
metors from ons anviier on the surface of a romdway. Thess succeed wory well
in stoppping the acd/unce of epswy vehicles.

2¢ hedges of tho villaze ure fortified end its gate barricaded and clesed.
vne gets inko trr wvillegs through secret entrences which ars constanbly
wotehed end are shanged frow time to tims. Along the hedges, al the mosit
uncwpocted plaivs. She willsgers beilld machive gan peste aml ledividual S
trenohes. Fro. these wellwcamoufleged positions they can, witheut rislk,
shoot et these *HWny—soldisrs who are daring enough %o mpproach the village.
Tioll constructy’ underground passages lead from one village to angbier and
from house %o huse.

When prepured o1 combat the fighting village wes able to drive away the
meny omehy attvks end protect the inhabitants and crops. ihen an anemy
patrol encountirs a woll guarded villege they immediately withdraw from it
and from & s8¢ distenes they serd in 2 fsw mortar shells to tal:lo rovenrs.

The wammon'“lﬂﬁah vill ge must be e fortress® has been issusd sines the

SOHPTPRIEEAL CONTRUL/ UeS-OFFICIALS QNLY

Approved For Release 1999/09/0£ : E!I-gg;82-00457R001800510005-5



bt}

82-00457R001800510005-5
’ 25X1A

the outbroak of the war.
1947 when the Fremch, having ocoupied a few cities, bepgen to atiack the
neighboring villages. The atrocities exparienced by the villagors have
taught them how %o organize their {ight to tackle the enenmy's offensive.
e village fortress was born in fire and blood. The summey of 19L8

But it wes not fully pub into affect until March

hes witnessed the full realization of the previously mentioned watchworde
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